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“OUTWITTING THE HUN"

By Lieutenant Pat O’Brien
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O'ERIEN FINDS HIMSELF A PRISONER OF WAR AFTER A
MIRACULOUS ESCAPE FROM DEATH.

Synopsis.—1'at O Hrivn
seryiee b thee Mimerican Mying

Ing poriml s =ont to Frawes, Tl

w resident of
Gorps o e Mextenn boreder in
jolns thie Belvish Boxad Flyaoe coipes in O, oo aCtoe o0 hislef trin

sepvles an the frond Hve wipinaes Ine s
Haers, o whileh b vdnerses s ietanions,
]

nfter secing
1905,

Miunnenees, I,

I pr=sloal oo sapgnadeon tn netivie
o bt fghitd with Gerin

CHARPTER 111,

9

—_—

Captured by the Huns,

I oshndl nast euslly foreor e 1Tth of
Avzut, T, 1 Kl vwe Thigns i
e oo sigifand  tcbelned dn thae
e another 3 e evendng, sl
Hivn 1 owas eaptured avself. 1 mny
hanvar spent o evential days ooy
e, Bt T oefn’t vvendl poy Just now,

That tnornbug, T evossing the Hne

pteal, b natfeed
Ioleseinhnd than

ey okl

twe ezt byl hoans

S sSoun #s o my patrol  wis o over 1
wotthel o T o iy own iowls ] s
whot p e badllooge Dookand” TiKe
ul eclese guariers

Thiese absorsution hobliwvns nre sed
by bt he siados b ot funetion with the
wrtillarey Aot sifs oup It linds |
Towre with o wireless apguirntibs il i
et e i of the guns, From hils |
it ol suntage he cnn follow (he
work of his oown artillery with o e
el bde b of neearaes ool ot

Cliee <pbroes Choes i ogdm olbseryie e e

IS tevepents gl fepeert i

The thvrvians ape Vory gomnd ot Ihis
o ogrent pmbeer wf

wintkes il thiesy s

Machine O'Brien Was Driving When
He Was Overcome and Captured by
the Huns,

these hnlloons, T owos econshilersl
vy lmportant et of our work (o
Keop thotin oit of the sky

Thors are bwo ways of golug nfier o
Bablann bn o mneliites One of D I8
to eross The Hoes ot a low altingde, fly.
Ing =0 near the geonpud chat the mnn

sowith the antinireralr gun can’t bother

v, Yo tly glong autdl yvou gor to the
Tevel of the budloon and 0, In the
i bhise, they have not degwn
bindlisom dlivem, yon o fee on it amd
the hullers yeonr use will set it on tire
i they Tl

The othivr way is to v over where
Nond Jenwosy thes Tunllonams 1o des, pit yonr
mmnehdne oo sploe sacthat they ean't
Bt vonn et nbove them, spin sver the
bantlowm sl then open tire,  In going
Daehi cover the Tine Yon eross o o few
Tl red Lot

This b o of e hinedest Jubis o
the serviee,  There s less duneer in
affacking an envmy’s alreeart.

Noevertheloss, |
il toe edther @
1 Pl dhesaniindd, otich T ooy hiogunl
thot they would stay ong the Job untll
I ol o chanee ot theo,

When oure twor hemies' duty was up,
thefofare, Tdpappedd out of the Tori
thoim o v erossedd thie Hes god tavaal

Sl i iy

llioons or

Tl
s

bk senit.

I owar= oot bicdzhit o 3500000 Foast, o
higher  than the Dadloons,

ke tnestor o, Tadeappual ddown

Ihinking te tind

il Hve or six wilbos

shdornl'y
Shtrin

thronzh 1ln
thee bt hwons ait
el el Geran Hnes

Just os 1 emige otit of the eloud
banks T =ow becloow e, abont o thou-
sy foet, o rweesenter hostile nn
el dling aretllery observiction wnd

thee Getmpn gups,  This waos
tiifes behidnd the

v rctinge
G0 & pesdnt alestil folur
Cherman 1o
Evidently the tiepman artillery saw
e il poat oot greniml sigonnds to at-
femet the Ty e Blnes altention, for
T sw thee vbiserver gult bis work and
while their pilot stuck
his strudght

grab lils gun
the  tose ot
down.

UL they wwarrer Lo THTes Dy esenpee me
them it n sphedd

timchine

I was diving tewnrd
of  prolmbily
hivur, shoating ul
porssible,  Their
the possihility  tunt
drive might breok my wings, 1 Enew
my danger in that direction, but ns
goon a5 1 enme out of my dive the
Huns would have thedr chianee to get
e, il 1 knew 1 hoed to get them fiest
and take a chance on my wings hold-
ng out,

Fortunntely some of my first bullets
found thelr mork, nnd 1 was nble to
come out of my dive at about four
thousand feet,  They never came out
of thelrs!

But right then eame the hottest sit-
pation in the alr T had ever experi-
enced up to that thme, The depth of
my dive hud brought me within reach
of the machine guns from the ground,
and they also put a barrage around e
of shrapnel from antinlreraft  guns
and [ had an opportunity to “ride the
barrage,” as they call it the R, F. C.
To mnake the situation more Interest-
Ing, they began shooting “fAuming on-
jons” at me. “Flnming onions” are
rockets shuit from n rocket gun. They
are used 'o hit a machine when it Is
fAying low, and they are effective up
to about five thousand feel. Bome-
times they are shot up one after an-
sther Iz wirings of about elght, and
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It waus surh
i baillowan ns this that got my position,
marked monut, ealled for an aetllory
shor, and thisy commenced sholling my
| mmelitie whers It Iny. It 1 lad got
i two balloons Instend of the nle-
Pl T oprabuhly would not hove lost
iy eldne, for e would inonll proba-
BEy Dvws goue o horee and gor Lath-
ered nbont getting my ravige wml euus-
T thee destrnetion of my mncehine,

Iolunted Inoa part of the countey
it wus Hieenlly covered with shell
holes,  Fortunately my mnchine was
ol by dnmmged by the foresd Bind-
g, T lelsurely gotour, wolked geouml
I to s whnt the damage wos, il
ol that It eonkl be enslly re-
parkeel. In foet, T thought I 1 could
fingd o spavew long caough betwesn shell
| Tl T geet o stnet Before lonving the
ol that T would e able to 1y on
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the pext  shell would  buarst, pnd 1
thought T wis fulrly safe there, 5o 1

spstted down oand et them Waze
HWny
The only  damnge T sufforml wps

from the wd whileh splattored e in
fuee gl over my clothes.  That
wits wy introduction 1o shell hole,
ol 1 oresolvidd elght there that the Ine
famery. eould have gl e shell-hole
fighting they wanted, but It A not
append toonie, thoogh thes Tive g them
thivangh many o long nlehr and 1 had
only sought shelter there for o few
tinleintes

After the Germnns hind  eompletely
demolighed  my  machine nnd  consed
fivine, 1T walted there o short  time,
fenring perhapg they might seml over
o lieky shot, hoping o get me after
nwh But  evidently they  concluded
cnonigh shells had been wanste] on one
i 1 oetawled out cautiousty, shook
the pid off. andd T looked over [n the |

lsen, There wasn't enongh left for a
decent souvenin, ot nevertheless 1 ogot
L Tew, “sieh as they were” and pend-
Hy  ohiserving  that
done with what was left, T mnde my
way back to Infantry headguarters,
where T was able to telephione in n
n-pnrt_

A little later one of our automo-
hiles came out after me and took me
back to our sirdrome. Most of my
squudron thought 1 was lost beyond
doubt, and never expected to see me
ngnin; but my friend, Paul Raney, had
held out that 1 was all right, and as
I was afterwards told, said, “Don't
seml for another pilot; that Irishman
will be back, If he has to walk.” And
be knew that the only thing that kept
me from walking was the fact that our
own sutomobile had been sent out to
bring mwe home,

I bl lots to think about thut day,
nod T had learned many things: one
was ol 1o have too much confldence
In my own abllity. One of the men In
the squadrot. told me that I had bet-
ter not take those chances: that It
was going o be a long war and 1
would have plenty of opportunities to
be killed without deliberately “wishing
thew on™ myself. Later I was to learn
the truth of his statement.

That night my “Hight"—each squad-

nothing  coulil be |

ron is divided loto three flights, con-

=isthtie of sIx men ench
docout dn, As 1 started Lo put on
wy tule 1 notlesd that 1 was not
tirked ap for duty us usunl,

I ssked the commpnding oflicer, n
i jor, whnt the penson for thut was,
el e peplted that he thovght T had
e vnongh for one day.  However,
I Kpew thnt If 1 ddid not go, semeone
wl=ie from another “Meght™ would have
to tuke my plaee, and 1 insisted upon
golug up with wy prtrol a8 usunl, and
e minjor reluctnm Iy consented,  Hid
B B whind wies In store for me, 1
s s e woubin't hisve changed his
tdinl so rendily,

As it was we had only five mochines
for this patral, nnyway, hecayse ns we
erossl the Hnes one of them hnd to
Arap out on geconnt of wtor troubile,
G patrel was up ot 8 oy, nod up
toe wilthing ten minutes of that hour it
il bt entirely uneventful,

At T30 e my, however, while we
wore (ving ot n helght of 1000 feet,
wir vhsgervisd three other Fnglish ma-
thilnes which were phont 3000 feet
helow s plek o fight with nine Hun
munihines,

I kmew right then that we were In
for It beeause T eonhil see over townrd
e ocenn 0 whole flock of un ma-
ehines which evidently had  eseaped
the attentlon of our scrappy country-
men helow us,

N we dove down on
Huns.

At first the fight was falely evon.
Thore were elght of us to nine of them,
But soon the other machines which T
hadl seen tn the distanee, and which
woere fivlog even higher than we were,
nerived on the seene, and when they,
in turn, dove down on s, there wis
st twenty of thew Lo our eight !

Four of them singhod me ont, 1 wis
diving, nnd they dived right down after
te, shiooting  as they enme.  Thelr
tracer bullets wore coming cloger to
i evers moment,  These toeer biyl-
lots ure hplts of fire which ennble the
shonter to follow the conrse his hul-
lets are taking o o eorvect hils alm
accorfilingly.  They do oo wore linres
toom pilot If he s hit than an ordioary
Bitlet, bt IF they hit the petrol tank,
govul nlght!  When o wnehine entehes
Hee Iy ilight there Is no way of put-
fine i out, Tt tukes less than o min-
uter for the fubirle to hurn off the wings
izl then the mnchine drops ke an
wrrow, leaving a trall of smoke ke a
ok,

As thelr tracer hullets epme cloger
and dloger to me I orealized that my
ehances of eseape were nll, Thele very
tiext shot, T felt, must hit me,

Omiice, somme dhays before, when T was
Nying over the line, 1 had wotehed a
fight above me. A German machine
wis set on fire, ol dived down
through our formution In flames on Its
wiy to the ground, The Hun was div-
Ing ut such n sharp angle that both
his wings eame off, and a3 he passed
within n few hundew] feot of me I spw
tie lonk of horror on his Mee,

Now, when T expected any moment
to suffer n stmllare fate, 1 could not
hvlp thinking of that poor Hun's Inst
look of agony,

I renlizd that my only chunee lay
It nuiking wn Tnmelmuan turn,  This
tpneuver wns invented by o German—
wne of the grentest who ever flew and
who was Killed In action some thme he-
fore, This turn, which T muadse sueeess-
fully, hreonght one of their mschines
right In front of me, nnd as he salled
wlhve borely ten yamls awany, 1 “had
thes alrop™ on hilm, and he knew It

Fis white faee nnd startled oyes T
cane SHIE s He Koew bheyomd ques-
tiom that his last moment hoad come,
heeause his position prevented his tak-
I alm ot e, while my gun polnted
strulght nt him, My Arst teacer bullet
poss=edl within a yoard of his hewd, the
sevomd looked as i 1t hit his shoulder,
the thied steuck bim In the neck, nod
then 1 let him bave the whole works,
il he went down In o spinning nose
wlives,

All this titne the three other Hun
mnehines wers shootlng awny ot me,
I oconld hear the bhullers stelking my
mnehine one alter another, 1 hadn't
the sHelitest fden that ! coull ever

those nine

| i sappenren,

gt rendy 1u'|lu'u! off those thres Huns, but there

wus nothing for me to do but fdght, and
my hunds were full,

In flghting, your machine 18 drop-
ping. dropping sl the time. T glunced
ot my [onstrumesits, and my altitude
wus  between BO00 and 0,000 feet
While 1 wns still looklng at the In-
striments, the whole blumed works
A burst of bullets went
Into the Instrument board nnd blew
It to smithereens, nuother bullet went
through my upper lp, ¢ame out of the
ronf of my mouth anil lodged In ny
thront, and the next thing I knew wns
when 1 eme to o g Germnn lospital
the following morning ut five o'clock,
Giermun thne,

I was n prisoner of war,

CHAPTER IV.

Clipped Wings,

The hospital In which I found my-
solf on the morning wfter my capture
wing n private house made of hrick,
viery low and dirty, and not at all
tdapted for use us o hospital, It had
evidently been used hut n few days on
wecount of the blg push that was tak-
ing pluce ut that time of the year, and
Iin' wll probability woulid be sbhandoned
48 soon ns they had found a better
e,

In ull, the house cootnined four
rooms and a stable, which was by far
the largest of ull, Although I never
looked Into this “wing" of the hospltal,
I was told that it, too, was filled with
pitients Iylng on beds of straw around
on the ground. 1 do not know whether
they, too, were officera or privates.

The room In which 1 found myself
contalned elght beds, three of which
were aceupled by wounded German of-
teers, The other rooms, I tmagined,
lind about the same number of heds as
mine, There were no Red Cross nurses
In nttendnnee, just orderlles, for this
witg only un emergency hospltnl nod
ton near the ficlog Hibe for nurses, The
nrderlies were not oll tmen nor very
ying hoys, a8 1 had expected to find,
hut young wmen In the primw of life,
who evidently lnd been medleal sto-
dents. One or two of them, I discov-
ered, wera able to tulk Eugllsh, but
for some reason they would not talk,
Perhups they were forbidden by the
officor In charge to do so.

In addition to the bullet wountl In
my mouth I had a swelllng from my
forehend to the back of my head nl-
mitst s hig ns my shoe—and that s
saylng considernble. 1 couldn't move
an inch without suffering intense pain,
uid when the doctor told me that I

[hud no hones broken 1 wondered how

u fellow would feel who had,

Germun ofMicers  visited me  that
mornlng and told me that my machine
went down In n spinning nose dive
from a helght of between BO000 and
0.000 feet, and they had the surprise
of thelr lves when they discoverad
thut I had not been dashed to pleces.
They had to cut me out of my machine,
which was riddled with shots and shnt-
teredd Lo Dits,

A German doctor removed the hullet
from my throat, and the fArest thing he
suld to me when I ¢eame to was, “You
nre un Amerfean!"

There was uo denying It,
the metul Identlfication disk
wrlst hore the Inseription @

" O'B.
U. 8. A,
" K C"

Althieh T was  suffering  Intense
ngony, the doctor, who spoke perfect
Kuglish, Inslsted upon conversing with
e,

“You may be all right as a sports-
man,” he deelared, “but you are n
i «1 murderer Just the same for be-
ing here, You Awerlenns who got Into
this thing before Americn came Into
the war ure no hetter than common
murderers and you ought to be treated
the smme way "

The wound In my mouth made It Lin-
possible for me to answer hm, and 1
wus suffering too much pain to be
hurt very much by aoything he could
HiLy.

He

liecause
on o my

nskedd me iF T wonld like an

upple! 1 could just as caslly have
euten n brick,

When be got no answers out of me,
he wilked away disgustedly,

“You don't have to worry any more,”
he declared, us a parting shot. “For
You the war Iy over.”

1 was glven a ltile broth Iater In
the day, and as I began to collect my
thoughts 1 wondered what had hap-
pened to my comrades In the battle
which had resuolted so disastrously to
me.  As I began to renlize my plight
I worrled less yhout my physieal con-
ditlon than the fact that, ns the doc-
tod hnd polnted out, for me the war
wis practically over. I had been in It
but a short time, and now I would be
a prisoner for the duratlon of the war!

The next day some German flylng
afficers visited we, and I must say they
trented me with grent consideration,
They told me of the mun 1 had brought
down, They sald he was 8 Bavarian
nnd n falrly good pllot. They gave me
his hint pa a souvenir und compliment-
el me on the fight 1 hud put up.

My helmet, which wns of soft
leather, was split from front to back
by a bullet from a machine gun, and
they exnmined It with grent Interest.
When they brought me my uniform 1
found that the star of my rank which
hud been on my right shoulder strap

had been shot off clean. The one on
my left shoulder strap they asked me
for as n souvenir, ns also my R, F, C,
badges, which I gave then. They al-
lowed me to keep my “wings," which
I wore on my loft breast, hecause they |
were aware that that is the proudest
possession of a British fAiying officer,

I think I am right In saying that the
only chivalry In this war on the Ger-
mun slde of the trenches hns been dis- |
played by the ofleers of the German
tiylng corps, which eomprises the plok
of Germany. They pointed out to me
that I und my comrndes were Aghtlng
purely for the love of It, wherens they
were fighting In defense of thelr coun-
try, but still, they sull, they ndmired |
us for our sportsmunship, I had a no-
tion to ask them If dropplng bomnbs on
London and killing so many Innocent
people was In defense of thelr country,
but I was In no position or condition
to pick s quarrel at that time,

That same duy n German officer was
brought Into the hospital and put In
the bunk next to mine. Of course I
casunlly looked at him, but did not
puy purtlcular attention to him at that
time, He lay there for three ar four
hours before I dld take a real g
look at him, I wuas positive that he
couldl not speak English, and naturally
I did not say anything to him, Once
when I looked over In his ddrection his
eyes were on me, and to my surprise
he sald, very sarcastically, “What the
h—l are you looking at" and then
suilled, At this thime 1 was Just be-
glnning to say n few words, ns my
wound had prevented me from tolking.
but 1 sald enough to let him know
what 1 was dolng there and how I
happeneid to be there, He evidently
had heard my story from some of the
others, though, becnuse he sald It was
ton bad I had not broken my neck;
that he did not have much sympathy
with the fiylng corps anyway, MHe
asked me what part of Amerlea I came
from, and I told him “Callfornla,”
After o few  nore  questions he
learned that I halled from San Fran-
ciseo, ond then added to my distress
by saying, “How wonld you like to
have n good, Juley steak right out of
the Hofbrau?' Nuturally I told him
it would “hit the spot,’” but I hardly
thought my mouth wans In shape just
then to ent . 1 lmmediately asked,
of course, what he knew about the
Hofbraw, and he replied, “I wus con-

nected with the pluce a good many

years, and I ought to know all about
It.”

After that this German officer and
I became rather chummy; that is, as
far a8 [ could be chummy with an
enemy, and we whiled away a good
many long hours talking about the
days we had spent In San Franclsco,
and frequently In the conversation one
of us would mentlon some preminent
Californinn, or some lttle Ineldent oc-
curring there, with which we were
both familiur.

He told me when war was declared
he was, of e¢ourse, Intensely patriotie
and thought the only thing for him to
do wins to go buck and ald IA the de-
fense of his ecountry. He found that
he could not go directly from San
Franclsco, beenuse the water was too
well gunrdid by the English, so he
bourded o boat for South America.
There he obtalned a forged passport
and In the gulse of 0 Montevidean took
pnssage for New York and from there
to England.

|
He passed through Englund witheut

any difficulty on his forged passport,
but eoncluiled not to risk golng to Hol-
land for fenr of exciting too much sus-
picion, so went down through the
Stralt of Gibraltar to Ifaly, which was
neuteal at that time, up to Austria,

and thence to Germuny. He sald when .

they put In at Gihraltar, ufter leaving
Englund, there were two Suspects
tuken off the ship, men that he was
sure were neutenl subjoectd, but much
to his rellef his own passport and cre-
dentinly  were examined and passed
0. K.

The Hun spoke of his voyage from
Amerlea to England as béing excep-
tionally pleasant, and sald he had &
fine thme, because he nssocinted with
the English passengers on bhoard, his
fluent English readily ndmitting him
to several spirlted arguments on the
subject of the wur, which he keenly
enjoyed, One litle incldent he relnted

Pat O'Brien and Paul Raney.

revegled  the remurkable tact which
our enviy dlsplayed In his nssocln-
tions nt sew, which no doubt resulted
advantangeously for him. As he ex-
pregsed it he “made n hit" one evenlng
when the crowd hns assembled for a
little musle by suggesting that they
slng “God Save the King.” Thereafter
his populnrity was assured and the dee
sired  effect  accomplished, for very
goon . French oficer eame up to him
and sald, *It's too bad that England
und ourselves haven't men in our urmy
Hke you" It was too bad, he ngreed,
In telling me about It, becuuse he was
confident he could have done n whole
lot more for Germany If he hnd been
In the English army. In spite of his
apparent loyalty, however, the man
dldn't seem very enthusinstic over the
war nnd frankly admitted one day that
the old political battles waged In Call-
fornlp were much more to his Hking
than the battles he had gone through
over here, On second thought he
lnughed a8 though It were a good joke,
but he evidently Intended me to Infer
that he hud taken & keen Interest In
polities in San Francisco,

From his prison, O'Brien wit-
nesses a thrilling air battle,
which results in the death of his

chum, who is shot down by a

German fiyer. Don't miss the
next installment.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

T e P~

NEED NOT SEEvK POPULARITY

“Expert” May Achieve Highest Meas
ure of Success, but Naturally He
Will Never Be Loved.

There Is not much mystery, or even
any at all, In the dislike of “experts"
that Is felt and expressed by not a few,
The expert man I8 4 man who goes to
other men and tella them that the
way In which they are doing thelr work
Is not the best way—that it Is a bad,
costly, or even stupld way—and that If
they will only listen to him and follow
his advice thelr work will be lmproved
nnd thelr eficlency Increased.

None of us takes pleasure In hear
ing talk of that sort, and the displeas-
ure Is greater In exaet proportion with
length of the hearer's trulniog and ex-
perience In conducting his busjness,
tende, or urt.  All that the expert says
eurrles the Implication of adverse eritl-
elsm directed ngalnst the reciplent of
his suggestions, and usually 1t s eriti-
cism of that reciplent's father and
grandfather, Of course that Is re
sented, and the rescntment Is bitterest
when the expert goes ahead and glives
undeninble proof that his new way
of doing things 18 better than the old
ways which have loug been productive
of honor and profit.

The expert, too, is always open to
the convenlent charge that he Is not
“practical”—that he Is a man of the-
orles and fads. Sometimes the charge
Is true—but only of the expert who
claims the name without deserving It.

Wives Evidently His Hobby.
Probably the modern world's marry-
ing record for men was created by
George Witsoff, the bigamist, whose
marringes have varlously been estimat-
ed at from 2300 to 800. It was report-
ed that In the space of a single week

NOVELIST HAD HIS REVENGE

Dumas Worked With Subtiety, but
Was Satisfled That It Would Be
Thoroughly Completa.

When Alexandre Dumas, the French
novelist, was a young man, he was
grievously insulted by a man whom he
had regarded as his friend,

Everyone expected him to punish the
offender severely, but Instead he began
looking upon him with more conslder
atlon and apparent friendliness than
he had ever shown before.

At length, three years later, when
the erstwhile friend was to be married,
the novellst was nsked to serve as best
man, and did so. When the ceremony
was over and the guests were leaving
someone remarked to Dumas: “I have
often wondered at your kindness to
this man. Surely yours is a remark-
nbly forgiving nature, for although he
Insuited you grossly, you have assidu-
ously studied his happiness ever since,
and even assisted him In getting mar
rled.”

“Quite right!™ answered Dumas, *1
flatter myself that I have given the
fellow the most furious and Ixpx-eyed
mother-in-law to be foond In France |®

Too Much of a Good Thing.

“I didn't m care about the way
Josh's clothes down to camp,”
commented Farmer Corntossel,

*“Hasn't he his regular uniform?"

SHIPPING BY MOTORTRUCKS

Possibilities 8hown Recently by Sue
cess in Haullng Egge and Other
Farm Products.

(Prepared by the United States Departs
moent of Agriculture.)

| ket are belng carrled out and in sond
| .

Heavy Truck Passing Over Macadam
Road Iin New Jersey.

cnses actual shipments of farm prod-
ucts are belng supervised,

A motortruck route from Vineland,
N, J., to New York city hus been es-
tablished, over which trucks travel
regularly plcking up eggs from pro-
ducers and dellvering them direct to
wholesale dealers In New York eclty.
The first lond went through without a
single egg belng broken and made bet-
ter time than express shipments,

FEDERAL CONTROL OF ROADS

Organization Formed of Representa-
tives of Various Departments to
Supervise Work.

(From the United Biates Department of
Agriculture,)

All funetiong of government agencles
relating to streets and highways here-
after are to be co-ardinated In a body
called the Unlted States highways
councll, composed of one representas
tive each from the war department,
the department of agriculture, the
United States rallrond administration,
the war Industries board and the fuel
administration. The ecouncll was
formed primarlly to prevent delays,
financlal loss and uncertdinty locldent
to the method of tuking up each high-
way problem In Its turn with a sep-
arate und distinet government agency.
This council waus constituted at the
suggestion of the secretary of agricul-
|ture, Through the department It will
eontinue the close contact niready es-
tablished, both formslly by law and In-
formally by practice, with the state
highway commisslon in each state of
the Unlon.

Membership of the board follows:
| War department, Lieut, Col. W. D.
| Uhler; fuel administration, C. G, Shef-

field; war Industries board, Richard
| L. Humphrey ; rallroad administration,
{0. W, Kirtley; department of agricul-
]ture. L. W. Page, These representa-
tives have selected Logan Waller Page,
_director of the office of public roads,
department of agriculture, as chalr-
man, and J. B. Pennybacker, chlef of
| management of that office, ns secre-
| tary.

The council utllizes the organiza-
tions of the forty-elght state highway
departments with their tralned person-
nel and thelr knowledge of local con-
ditlons and provides a single agency
where all highway projects calllng for
governmental actlon of any character,
whether It be a question of finance, of

, materlals, transportation or of war
necessity or desirabllity, may be dealt
with. The ecouncll has provided a defi-
nite form on which applications for re-

| llef are to be made through the respec-
tive state highway departments, and
has sent supplies of the forms to the
| departments, It emphusizes the great
need of conservation of money, truns-
| portation, labor and materinls by re-
stricting highway and street work to
most essentlal needs. It ranks maln-
tenunce of existing streets and high-
ways first, reconstruction of badly

Id.lmqed streets and highways npext,

| and It places last new construction jus-
tited only on account of vital war or
economic necessity.

Realize Value of Good Roads.
Today the farmers reallze the value
of good roads ms never before. It Is
stated that about $300,000,000 worth of

tween good roads and poor Is power
wasted. The loas ls borne not alone
by the farmer but by all of us who
consume farm products and who pay
to have them hauled to us

Investigations of the use of motor
trucks In hauling farm produce Lo mam |




